Introduction
The spider genus Acontius Karsch, 1879 is now known to encompass 10 species [WSC, 2018] . The majority of the hitherto known Acontius spp., except two of them (see Schiapelli, Gerschman de Pikelin, 1962; Raven, 1985) , have not been studied and depicted since their original descriptions. Almost all registered species, with the single exception of A. africanus (Simon, 1889) , remain known only from either males or females (5 and 4, respectively). The shape of the embolus or the structure of the spermathecae are illustrated for six known species of the genus [Lessert, Taxonomic survey Family Cyrtaucheniidae Simon, 1889 Subfamily Aporoptychinae Simon, 1889 NOTES. The Aporoptychinae is considered to comprise a majority of the cyrtaucheniid genera -6-7 of the 11-12, depending on the different points of view; see Raven [1985] and Bond et al. [2012] . According to the WSC [2018] , the representatives of the subfamily are distributed in South America (most genera) and Africa (Acontius). Currently, the monophyletic status of both Cyrtaucheniidae and Aporoptychinae is debated; see Bond & Opell [2002] ; ; Bond et al. [2012] ; Garrison et al. [2016] ; Wheeler et al. [2017] .
Genus Acontius Karsch, 1879 TYPE SPECIES. Acontius hartmanni Karsch, 1879 (Central Africa), by monotypy.
COMPOSITION. In view of the data presented here, the genus includes 12 named species: # A. aculeatus (Simon, 1889) (Equatorial Guinea); #$ A. africanus (Simon, 1889) (Angola, Equatorial Guinea); $ A. australis (Simon, 1886 ) (Argentina); $ A. hartmanni Karsch, 1879 (Gabon to Congo); $ A. humiliceps (Simon, 1907) (Dresco, 1972 ) (Ivory Coast); # A. lawrencei Roewer, 1953 (Congo) ; # A. lesserti Roewer, 1953 (Congo) ; # A. machadoi (Lawrence, 1938) (Congo); #$ A. nimba sp.n. (Guinea) and # A. stercoricola (Denis, 1955) (Guinea). DISTRIBUTION. Eleven species are distributed in the west and central regions of Africa, while A. australis is known only from the holotype female collected from Argentina (according to Raven [1985] the latter record is based on an erroneous label).
NOTES. WSC [2018] lists Acontius africanus as distributed in West Africa and Congo. However, the species was described by Simon [1889] from Northern Angola (Landana = the recent Cacongo in Cabinda Province) and was later registered for Fernando Poo in Equatorial Guinea [Simon, 1907] . According to the WSC [2018] , A. hartmanni is also shown to be distributed in West Africa. However, since the original description [Karsch, 1879] , this species has been known only from the type locality, "Loango Küste" (the seashore historical area situated between the recent southwestern Gabon and north-western Congo) [see EWH, 2008] . Hence, the known range of A. africanus and A. hartmanni is entirely limited to Central African countries and does not enter West Africa.
Acontius nimba sp.n. ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet is a toponym referring to the type locality, Mt. Nimba.
DIAGNOSIS. Acontius nimba sp.n. resembles the Guinean A. stercoricola in having a similar structure of the male palp; it also shares with the Central African A. hartmanni the same type of dorsal abdominal pattern (Figs 6-8, 10; cf. Denis, 1955, figs 2, 3; Raven, 1985, fig. 207 ). However, males of A. nimba sp.n. differ from the only known male of A. stercoricola in possessing a considerably longer embolus and unmodified metatarsus I (which are respectively shorter and bent in the latter species; Figs 5-8, cf. Denis, 1955, figs 1-3) . Females of A. nimba sp.n. can be distinguished from the holotype of A. hartmanni in the shape of the spermathecae (with racemose receptacles in the former species, and with two widely spaced receptacles in the latter one; Fig. 14, cf. Raven, 1985, fig. 208 ).
MALE (holotype). Body length 12.80. Habitus as shown in Fig. 1 . Colouration: carapace, palpal femur, femora I-II, patella and tibia I dark reddish brown; other leg segments reddish brown, lightening from femora to tarsi; eye tubercle blackish brown; chelicerae deep brown; sternum, labium and maxillae reddish brown; coxae yellowish brown; abdomen dorsally chestnut brown with lighter yellowish pattern consisting of several short transverse fasciae; ventral surface of abdomen and spinnerets dark yellow.
Prosoma as in Figs 2 and 4. Carapace 5.76 long, 4.36. Clypeus and eye tubercle as shown in Fig. 3 . Eye diameters and interspaces: AME 0.17(0.27), ALE 0.27, PLE 0.20, PME 0.10, AME-AME 0.18(0.08), ALE-AME 0.10(0.05), ALE-PLE 0.08, PLE-PME 0.05, PME-PME 0.69. Chelicerae with rastellum composed of ca. 30 spikes in front of fang base. Each cheliceral furrow with 6 promarginal teeth and about 15 very small mesobasal denticles. Palp and leg structures. Tibia and metatarsus I as shown in Fig. 5 . Spines (palpal femur, patella IV, tarsi I-IV and cymbium aspinose). Palp: patella p1; tibia pv3. Leg I: femur d4, pd2a; patella p2(3), v6; tibia p4; v19, metatarsus v2. Leg II: femur d4(5), pd2a; patella p2, v3; tibia p3, v15(16); metatarsus v10. Leg III: femur d5(6), pd3(4), rd3; patella d3a, p10(11); tibia d2, p2, r2, v7; metatarsus d1, p4, r4(5), v5. Leg IV: femur d10(11); tibia r2, v8(10); metatarsus r2, v7(8). Metatarsal preening combs absent. Scopula thin and short (as long as 0.25-0.35 width of corresponding leg segment), but relatively dense; distal on metatarsi I and Figs. 1-9 . Acontius nimba sp.n., holotype male (SMF): 1 -habitus, dorsal view; 2 -prosoma, dorsal; 3 -clypeus and eye tubercle, dorsal; 4 -prosoma, ventral; 5 -tibia and metatarsus I, prolateral; 6 -distal palpal segments showing bulb and embolus, retrolateral; 7 -bulb and embolus close up, retrolateral; 8 -same, ventral; 9 -spinnerets, ventral. Scale bars for Fig. 1 -5 .0 mm, for Figs 2, 4-6 -1.0 mm, for Figs 3, 7-9 -0.5 mm.
Рис. 1-9. Acontius nimba sp.n., самец голотип (SMF): 1 -общий вид сверху; 2 -просома сверху; 3 -наличник и глазной бугорок сверху; 4 -просома снизу; 5 -голень и предлапка I сбоку (снутри); 6 -дистальные сегменты педипальпы, бульбус и эмболюс сбоку (снаружи); 7 -бульбус и эмболюс при большем увеличении сбоку (снаружи); 8 -то же, снизу; 9 -паутинные бородавки снизу. Масштаб для рис. 1 -5,0 мм, для 2, 4-6 -1,0 мм, для 3, 7-9 -0,5 мм.
Figs. 10-15. Acontius nimba sp.n., paratype female (SMF): 10 -habitus, dorsal view; 11 -prosoma, dorsal; 12 -clypeus and eye tubercle, dorsal; 13 -prosoma, ventral; 14 -spermathecae, dorsal; 15 -pinnerets, ventral. Scale bars for Fig. 10 Рис. 10-15. Acontius nimba sp.n., самка паратип (SMF): 10 -общий вид сверху; 11 -просома сверху; 12 -наличник и глазной бугорок сверху; 13 -просома снизу; 14 -сперматеки сверху (изнутри); 15 -паутинные бородавки снизу. Масштаб для рис. 10 -5,0 мм, для 11, 13, 15 -1,0 мм, для 12 -0,5 мм, для 14 -0,25 мм. Сокращения: Bc -Bursa copulatrix, S -сперматека.
II, entire on tarsi I and II; elsewhere absent. Trichobothria: 2 rows of 10-11 in each row on tibiae, 12-16 on metatarsi, 11-14 on tarsi, 8-9 on cymbium. PTC I-II, and III-IV with 6, and 5-6 teeth in each row, respectively. Unpaired tarsal claw small and sharply curved.
Palp. Palp with moderately short subcylindrical tibia and relatively long cymbium (Fig 6) . Tibia 2.5 times longer than wide, venter of tibia with longitudinal groove. Bulb (tegular and embolic parts) as long as tibia; embolic part filamentous, 1.5 times longer than tegular part (Figs 7-8) .
Spinnerets ( Fig. 9) . PMS: length 0.67; diameter 0.29. PLS: maximal diameter 0.54; length of basal, medial and apical segments 1.14, 0.72, 1.02, respectively; total length 2.88; apical segment digitiform. FEMALE (paratype). Body length 17.40. Habitus as shown in Fig. 10 . Colour as in male.
Prosoma as in Figs 11 and 13. Carapace 6.36 long, 4.55 wide. Clypeus and eye tubercle as shown in Fig.  12 . Eye diameters and interspaces: AME 0.22(0.30), ALE 0.34, PLE 0.25, PME 0.17, AME-AME 0.20(0.12), ALE-AME 0.17(0.13), ALE-PLE 0.07, PLE-PME 0.05, PME-PME 0.70. Chelicerae with weak rastellum composed of 35-40 spikes in front of fang base. Each furrow with 8-9 teeth on promargin and 14-15 small mesobasal denticles arranged in two short median rows. Labium 1. 2.22, 3.31, 3.34, 1.83 ).
Palp and leg structures. Spines (all femora with 1-3 basodorsal spines and 3-4 median bristles; patellae I, II and IV, and tarsi I-IV aspinose). Palp: d2(3); patella pd1(2), pv1; tibia p2, v8; tarsus v3(5). Leg I: tibia v5, metatarsus v5(7). Leg II: tibia v5; metatarsus v11. Leg III: patella pd~25, r1; tibia d1(2), p3, r2, v7(8); metatarsus pd4(6), rd4(5), v6(7). Leg IV: tibia rd2, v7; metatarsus rd2; v10(11). Metatarsal preening combs absent. Scopula: moderately short (as long as 0.25-0.35 width of corresponding leg segment) and dense; entire and distal on metatarsus I and and II; entire on palpal tarsus and tarsi I and II; elsewhere absent. Trichobothria: 2 rows of 8-12 in each row on tibiae, 11-16 on metatarsi, 10-14 on tarsi I-IV, 10 on palpal tarsus. PTC I-II with 5-6, PTC III with 5 teeth in each row. PTC IV with 4-5 teeth in outer row and 5 teeth in inner row. Unpaired tarsal claw small and sharply curved. Palpal claw with 4 prolateral teeth.
Spermathecae (Fig. 14) . Bursa copulatrix (Bc) without pore glands; bases of spermathecae 2 times longer than wide; spiraled spermathecae (S) spaced apart by about 3 their diameters.
Spinnerets (Fig. 15) . PMS: 0.77 long; 0.39 wide. PLS: maximal width 0.65; length of basal, medial and apical segments 1.16, 0.91, 1.13, respectively; total length 3.20 ; apical segment digitiform.
VARIATION. Length of the carapace varies in males from 4.72 to 5.89, in females from 4.87 to 6.44. Within the studied series, no significant differences in shape and colour of the dorsal abdominal pattern are evident.
DISTRIBUTION. Known only from the type locality.
Acontius kiriba sp.n.
Figs 16-30. ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet is a toponym referring to the type locality, National Park Kiriba.
DIAGNOSIS. The holotype male of Acontius kiriba sp.n. resembles the Eastern Congolese A. machadoi in possessing a somewhat similar structure of the male palp; however, it differs from the latter, as well as from other species of Acontius in having a unique basoventral horn-like process on the bulb (Figs 21-23 ; cf. Lessert, 1938, fig. 6; Roewer, 1953, figs 12D, 13D; Denis, 1955, figs 2, 3) . The holotype female of A. kiriba sp.n. can be distinguished from females of A. australis and A. hartmanni by the shape of the spermathecae (which are subdivided apically in the former, and divided basally in the two latter species; Fig. 29 , cf. Schiapelli, Gerschman, 1962, pl. IV, fig. 1 ; Raven, fig. 208 ). It differs from the two remaining species known only from females, A. humiliceps and A. lamottei, in having a better developed cheliceral rastellum consisting of 30-40 spikes vs. 12-13 and a few spikes in the former and latter species respectively; see Simon [1907] , Dresco [1972] .
MALE (holotype). Body length 12.50. Habitus as shown in Fig. 16 . Colouration: carapace, palps, patella and tibia I medium to light chestnut brown; other leg segments medium to light ochreous brown; chelicerae and eye tubercle dark brown; coxae, maxillae and book lungs yellowish brown; labium and sternum anteriorly and laterally light chestnut brown; other parts of sternum brownish yellow with orange tint; abdomen dorsally coffee brown with small transverse light ochreous brown spot in anterior quarter and with a pair of smaller similarly coloured marks laterally; ventral surface of abdomen (except several small transverse brown marks) and spinnerets pale brownish yellow.
Figs. 16-24. Acontius kiriba sp.n., holotype male (MRAC 226884): 16 -habitus, dorsal view; 17 -prosoma, dorsal; 18 -clypeus and eye tubercle, dorsal; 19 -prosoma, ventral; 20 -tibia and metatarsus I, prolateral; 21 -distal Рис. 16-24. Acontius kiriba sp.n., самец голотип (MRAC 226884): 16 -общий вид сверху; 17 -просома сверху; 18 -наличник и глазной бугорок сверху; 19 -просома снизу; 20 -голень и предлапка I сбоку (снутри); 21 -дистальные сегменты педипальпы, бульбус и эмболюс сбоку (снаружи); 22 -бульбус и эмболюс при большем увеличении сбоку (снаружи); 23 -то же, снизу; 24 -паутинные бородавки снизу. Масштаб для рис. 16 -5.0 мм, для 17, 19-21 -1,0 мм, для 18, 22-24 -0,5 мм. Fig. 30 . PMS: 0.86 long; 0.44 wide. PLS: maximal diameter 0.78; length of basal, medial and apical segments 1.39, 1.04, 1.18, respectively; total length 3.61; apical segment digitiform.
Spinnerets as shown in
